Assembly of the youth for the right to land and to farming
3rd June 2006, Rostock, Germany
On the 3rd of June during the week of mobilization against the G8 summit that was held in Heiligendamm, Germany, about 60 young men and women from different European countries as well as from the Americas and Asia met to discuss access for young people to agriculture. Below are the notes of this meeting.
************************************************************************
        General introduction (Gaetan)
This meeting is organized by organizations member of la Via Campesina, the international peasant movement.
It is aimed at discussing the future of youth in agriculture. Is it still possible to become a farmers nowadays? The region here where we hold this meeting is an example of territory with very large farms where it is very difficult for young people to access to land.
        Round where everybody introduce itself and presents its expectations.
        Introduction on the difficulties for young people in Europe to become farmers (Fernando)
Everywhere in the world farmers are chased away from agriculture. It has become increasingly difficult for economic but also for cultural reasons to become a farmer. Thus, the countryside are deserted. The social and economic system in Europe is very much focused on the cities and on consumers much more than on producers. For those who don’t have parents in agriculture it is still harder to get access to land, to the infrastructure and to the know-how.  
Yet, the values linked with agriculture are still very lively and agriculture is still perceived as a true alternative by many of us.
We will first discuss the problems / obstacles to access to agriculture and then in a second time, we will discuss the solutions and the alternatives.
        Problems / Obstacles
Different type of obstacles were identified:
      Problems of perception / social recognition
Misperception that nobody wants to become a farmer
Many people study agriculture but don’t think it’s possible to become a farmer
Lack of social recognition
Gap between the life style that isolates young people who start farming
Many parents push their children out of agriculture  
      Difficult situation of agriculture in general
Difficult to make a good living out of agriculture
The number of farms is decreasing
Farmer do not get payed for their work (also a moral problem towards the subsidies)
Lack of good agricultural policies
The administration pushes people towards industrialized agriculture
Many people don’t care about what they eat. They want only cheap food.
      Access to land and to agrarian resources
Price of land / speculation
Land taken to increase the size of farms rather than for young farmers to start
Problem to access houses in rural area between in competition with other uses (tourism, second houses,...)
The use of land for energy crops will make access to land even more difficult
Retiring farmers don’t let their farms to young people
      Difficulty of the work of farmers compared to other sectors
The work load is higher than in many other sectors
Lack of experience, particularly for the urban people. Lack of knowledge of what it means exactly to work as a farmer
The security is higher in other jobs: social security, fix wages, possibility to change if it does not fit anymore
        Solutions / Alternatives
We spent less time of this part. However, some ideas came up responding to the above problems:
      Problems of perception / social recognition
Develop cultural tools to change this perception of agriculture (theater, music, gatherings...)
      Difficult situation of agriculture in general
Easier to live from direct consumers-producers relations, Community-supported agriculture, other types of alliance with consumers
Access to land and to agrarian resources
Land banks that prioritize installation of young farmers rather than expanding existing farms (example of SAFER in France, even if it does not always work well).
Supporting projects of settlements by communities
      Difficulty of the work of farmers compared to other sectors
Develop training for family farming for urban people 
Experimentary farms set up by local authorities or associations (alreday exist in some European countries) where young people wishing to become farmers can start up and gain experience and know whether it’s really what they want to do.
        Conclusion
This assembly is the start of a process for Via Campesina in Europe. We hope we can build up a new dynamic to struggle for the right of young people to become farmers. There is the idea to have a youth camp next year to  really move forward on this and expand the dynamic.
