MIJARC DECLARATION on ACCESS to LAND for YOUNG PEOPLE
 
 
 
We, the young rural people from Asia, Latin America, Europe and Africa, members of the International Catholic Agricultural and Rural Youth Movement (MIJARC), were gathered in Nairobi, Kenya from 17th to 20th January 2007, for an international seminar to share our experiences about the access to land for young people.
 
MIJARC allows us to analyse our rural realities, so that we can act for ensuring sustainable and integral growth of the rural youth. In that way, we set in this paper our observations, convictions, demands and commitments, in order to enable better access of the young people to land. 
 
More than 1 billion people are between 15 and 25 years old. Nearly 40% of world population is younger than 20, 85% of these in the developing world. This bracket of age is a period of development for good or bad. 50% of world youth live in the rural areas but they are now moving to the cities. The reasons are the lack of access to land, lack of capital to invest, and low incomes from the farm activities. As they see no future in the rural areas, they flood to cities and have to live in slums under very poor conditions. 
 
The lack of land access is due to the land concentration (large scale farming), land fragmentation (very small scale farming), cultural and gender discrimination, inadequate policy and corruption, and competition between different land uses (bio fuel, mining, idle land, industrialisation, tourism, agro exportation etc). 
 
Without actual possibilities for access to land, the concerned countries suffer from poverty and rural depopulation. This affects also their food sovereignty, and the dynamism of their rural local economy.
 
Hence, we urge adequate policies to enable the necessary access to the land for young people.
Firstly, countries need to implement land reforms for ensuring a fair land distribution, with these following conditions:
-      To guarantee and to protect access to land for young people with an affirmative action towards gender parity.
-       To rest on local decisions with an involvement of the landless groups in the decision-making and a local consultation about the priorities that the local population want to ensure concerning the land uses.
-       An effective monitoring of the land policies implementation at the different levels
-       To exclude the market-oriented land reforms and to make it people-oriented land reforms.
 
Secondly, these land reforms have to been monitored with some other necessary farm policies for ensuring the agriculture economic viability. These farm policies include :
-       An affordable access to the credit, water, other productive resources, and technical assistance.
-       To guarantee some adequate and affordable farm training and capacity building for young people
-       The possibility to protect the national farm market and subsidise only small scale and family farming.
 
This supposes that the international institutions and developed nations dedicate more money to the developing nation’s farm sector, cancel the debt of the poor countries and stop their dumping practices. Concerning the FAO, we claim that it should ensure the monitoring and the follow-up of the ICAARD process and assist countries to implement land and agrarian reform policies 
 
We, as a movement of young people for the young people, are going to continue our different actions in order to enable a better access for the young people to land. Our work is to inform and train young rural people about their land rights and to help them to identify the obstacles to their rights execution. By means of local surveys and diagnostics, we allow them to reclaim and use correctly their possibility to access to the land.
We also will continue to bring their voice at the local, national and international arenas and to claim these demands towards the political players and actors, with other organisations acting in this field.
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