Workshop on the role of youth and youth organisations in global partnerships for development and poverty eradication.

Organisers: CONGO Committee of Youth Organisations and International Coordination Meeting of Youth Organisations (ICMYO).

Moderator: Roger Schmidt, Lutheran World Federation

Rapporteur: Jenny Aris, World Alliance of YMCAs

Participants heard from 3 panellists: 

Ms Rita Solis, Costa Rica, President of FLAJ  - Foro Latinoamericana de Juventud  - spoke on the theme of international cooperation. An example of good practice is the  IberoAmerican Youth Organisation (OIJ) which is made up of youth ministers of Ibo America and the Latin American Youth Forum (young leaders of national youth platforms).  Together they train young people in leadership and political management. Each participant is now preparing a project to share their knowledge and experience with other young leaders in their own national youth platform. Aim: to empower young people to engage with their governments.

Mr. George Dixon, India, Secretary General of the International Movement of Catholic Rural Youth (MIJARC), spoke on building the capacity of young people to be able to stay in rural areas and build a livelihood there. MIJARC believes that agricultural policies must be developed by rural people themselves. They promote a solidarity of economics by trying to build up groups of young people, especially women, to organise small income generating activities so that young people can remain in rural areas.

MIJARC believes its high time that young people are involved in politics – this is the only way the system can change. In Uganda many people are displaced due to civil war and young people are especially affected so MIJARC trains them to become model farmers and learn sustainable agricultural practices. In India the government passed a patent bill re intellectual property rights but no one knew about it until after it became legislation. It means the Indian way of processing products, including seeds, cannot be patented. Young people are particularly affected and MIJARC  helps them to reflect on this and to talk to politicians. 

Mr. Koami Domegni, Togo, African Youth Network.

In Togo there is a youth network for development (students). Some of these students from the university went to live in rural conditions for a few weeks to show solidarity, build a hospital, learn about life in rural areas. Young people can do concrete things but need technical and financial support. 

Roger: What can we say to ECOSOC next week? 

Rita: we, as a regional youth platform, signed an agreement with governments of Latin America and Iberia to work alongside the political youth processes. These processes must remain – we need political will to continue funding this space and work together.

George: the UN agencies and governments must give support for youth led programmes, especially in the developing world where there are no youth ministries. We  must have this space in our own countries. Governments must think seriously about the issue of migration and must consult seriously with young people. If we want to tackle development we must give space for young people to co-ordinate their actions. The UN agencies are not coordinating youth processes at the moment and we need this space. Only youth can change the world.

Kuomi: if you do something without youth you do it against them. Let the UN include youth.

Arturo Romboli, WOSM: there must be strong coordination from the UN. Youth is on the global agenda with MDGs and WDR 2007 but there is no overall coordination. I would demand ECOSOC to put human and financial resources to coordinate youth processes – we don’t have the resources to attend lots of meetings.

Jenny Aris, YMCA: how can voices of young people from marginalised communities and the grassroots be heard? The experiences you have shared are very important.

George: there must be spaces made for young people at meetings. Rita: local youth organisations should be members of national youth organisations and in this way its easier for them to get their voices heard in such spaces. Kuomi: the current spaces are too small, they need to be enlarged and available at every level – local,national, regional, global. We don’t need any more commitments, we need action.

The group divided into small groups to discuss 3 questions:

1. What experiences do you have in engaging youth and youth organisations in partnerships for development?

2. What lessons have you learned?

3. What do young people specifically demand from world leaders in the area of development policy?

The following recommendations emerged:

Recommendations

1. Governments should work alongside youth and youth organisations in relation to political youth processes. An example of good practice in this regard is the cooperation between the IberoAmerican Youth Organisation (made up of youth ministers) and the Latin American Youth Forum (young leaders of national youth platforms).  

 2. UN agencies and governments must give support for youth led programmes, especially in the developing world where there are few youth ministries. There should be separate youth ministries.

3. There must be spaces for young people to co-ordinate their actions if development is to be tackled seriously. There must be spaces for young people at all UN and government meetings and at every level – local, national, regional and global. The current spaces are too small and need enlarging.

4. Governments must think seriously about the issue of migration and must consult seriously on this issue with young people. 

5. The UN agencies need to coordinate global youth processes, something which is seriously missing at present. This should be supported by human and financial resources.

6. All member states should bring youth delegates to the General Assembly as well as to important meetings in the UN as they can defend the interests of young people. They should be given financial support to attend and this financial support should be extended to other young people too.

7. We don’t need more commitments, we need action 

A participant from the International Association for Human Values shard they run a youth leadership programme to empower young people to become actors for change and addresses all sectors of society. 

